In 2014, a group of silver objects was sold with the accompanying data "from Serbia, from the area of Ma~vanska Mitrovica", which, based on their composition, belonged to a hoard of the Early Roman period. The hoard of silver objects contains a total of 21 pieces that can be divided into 10 different types: emblemata, belt plates, tubuli, torques, wire jewellerya bracelet and rings, necklaces of the chain type, rings, pendants of lunula, rhomboidal and omega shape, bracelet and rings with pendants in the form of miniature axes.
I n 2014, a group of silver objects was offered on the antiquities market which, based on their composition, belong to a hoard of the Roman period. The items were bought by a collector of Celtic heritage, Günther Steffan, from the salesman of these antiquities in two parts and at different times, with the accompanying data that they were "from Serbia, from the area of Ma~vanska Mitrovica". In May 2016, the owner permitted the documentation of the hoard to be presented to archaeological experts, a fact for which we owe him our gratitude, not only in our name, but also in the name of all researchers of Roman imperial history in the area of the border of the Roman Moesia -Pannonia region. The completeness of this hoard (Fig. 2) , although it seems that both parts are from the same find, is open to question. Today it is impossible to reconstruct the discovery circumstances and to reconstruct the hoard's contents in its entirety. As we shall see from later analysis, a monetary part was usually added to this type of hoard, but in the case of the hoard from Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) there is no longer any trace of it.
Assuming that the hoard was discovered in the territory of the village of Ma~vanska Mitrovica, which belongs to the wider area of Sremska Mitrovica (antique Sirmium), it is also important to notice another hoard deposit with almost identical silver jewellery, probably from the same period. Not so far away, 10 km southwest of Ma~vanska Mitrovica, in the village Radenko-vi}, at the site of Crkvine, a group of silver jewellery finds were discovered containing preserved fragments of an earring with a Hercules knot on the top, a lunula shaped pendant, a ring made of twisted silver wire with overlapping ends attached to the main body by spiral coils, and a silver wire ring with overlapping ends attached to the main body by spiral coils with an attached miniature axe-pendant. 1 The existence of this type of jewellery in the area is also confirmed by a silver wire ring of the same type with an attached axe-pendant, found in Batajnica, at the site of Klisine, 2 in a suburb of Belgrade (Singidunum) on the border of the Lower Pannonia and Upper Moesia, about 60 km east of Ma~vanska Mitrovica.
Character of the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) hoard and the historical events contributing to the reason for their depositing
On the territory of the Lower Danube and its wider hinterland chronologically different groups of excep-tionally rich hoards which contain silver and, rarely, gold jewellery are known in the Roman period. The older group of Roman period hoards are those from Tekija, Bare, Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) and Radenko-vi}-Crkvine, found on the right bank of Danube River and also those from Rovinari (once Poiana, in the county of Gorj) in Oltenia (Fig. 1) . 3 We named this group the Tekija -Bare hoards horizon, after two of the most well-known and representative hoard-contents, as well as their position in the middle of this geographical region.
In the Tekija hoard only bracelets with overlapping and coiled ends, with or without pendants in the form of miniature axes, are registered. In Bare, besides these forms, there are also twisted torques, rhomboidal pendants, spiral rings and other forms of jewellery. As well as the jewellery in these hoards there also appears silver emblemata of cultic/symbolic design, with the exception of the hoard from Rovinari. Sometimes silver 1 Popovi} 2000 , 19-18, Sl. 1-4. 2 Kruni}, Igwatovi} 2016 The next, younger group in the same area (like the hoards from Juhor, Janja, Bela Reka near [abac, Dvorska, Nova Bo`urna, etc. ) may be connected with the incursions of the northern barbarian tribes into the territory of the Roman Empire at the end of the 2 nd and in the first half of the 3 rd century (Popovi} 2010, 33-51) .
STARINAR LXVII/2017 54 Fig. 1 . The map of the northern part of Moesia and south Oltenia with indicated castrum fortifications and the locations of silver hoards deposited in the period after AD 81 (map by A. Prelo`nik) Sl. 1. Karta severnog dela Mezije i ju`ne Oltenije, sa ozna~enim kastrumima i ostavama srebrnog nakita i novca pohrawenim u periodu posle 81. godine (karta: A. Prelo`nik) vessels were also added into the hoards, along with emblemata made of thin silver plates and, as a rule, the hoard inventories were accompanied by numerous Roman silver coins.
Besides the coins, the composition of these hoards is characterised by the presence of large silver jewellery with many similarities to the "Dacian silver era", significant for the latest pre-Roman period in the area between the rivers Danube (Danubius), Morava (Margus), Târnava and Mureº (Marisus).
Based on the very characteristic types of jewellery, the finds from Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) are an evident part of this Tekija -Bare hoards horizon of hoards, found next to the military camps of Transdierna and Viminacium (Fig. 1 ). Most of these hoards also contained Roman coins, with the latest specimens being Domitian denarii from the end of AD 81. 4 This tumultuous period, during which the Roman-Dacian conflicts of the last decades of the 1 st century AD occurred in the wider area also confirms the monetary hoard of denarii from the camp Boljetin (Smorna) on the \erdap limes, whose latest mint is a denarius of Domitian, also from the end of AD 81 5 , and coins with a last mint from the same period found further north in Oltenia, in the Rovinari hoard. 6
The phenomenon of this group of hoards with quite identical contents is a very important discovery and it is a significant archaeological source for the detection of probable military events in the winter of 81/82, or in a later period. It suggests the existence of a group of Dacian warriors who were crossing the Danube and the Roman border of Upper Moesia in this period, which may have led to the burying of these extraordinary silver hoards. It remains surprising that there are no other archaeological traces of these events as of yet and that these incursions have not been mentioned in ancient written sources.
The composition and stylistic-typological analysis of the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) hoard
The hoard of silver objects contents, today totalling 21 pieces, can be divided into 10 different types, containing, in the case of the rings, based on their dimensions, various subdivisions. As can be seen from the catalogue list, it contains various jewellery and decorative, cultic symbols. The following catalogue presents the stylistic-typological and chronological analysis of the individual objects.
Emblemata
Two rectangular silver emblemata made of thin silver sheet (3.4 x 4.7 cm) were hanging on a small bronze loop, which suggests they were a part of a necklace or collier. The plates were decorated with hammered, embossed lines and points, and have a representation of a schematised figure of a female barbarian deity, her hair in two plaits ( Fig. 3, 1 -2).
The four damaged emblemata in the Bare hoard have similar motifs; most probably, the female figure hammered on one of these silver icons represents the Thraco-Dacian goddess Bendis. 7 On the other hand, on the silver emblemata from the Tekija hoard we can clearly recognise the Oriental interpretation of Hellenistic-Roman deities. 8 The representations of the female deity with the same hairstyle on the silver phalerae from a hoard found at Lupu, not far from Alba Iulia, and the figures on the belt from Sãliºteia, confirms the existence of the traditional pre-Roman female deities, later probably transformed into the official Roman goddesses. 9
Belt-plates
Three silver belt-plates made from thin silver plates, folded on the shorter ends (4.8 x 3.2 cm). They are decorated with hammered embossed lines, circles and dots as composite solar ornaments and, in one case, supplemented by a lunula motif ( Fig. 3 , 3-5). 7 Popovi}, Bori}-Bre{kovi} 1994 , 33, 70, cat. no. 32-35. 8 Mano-Zisi 1957 , 32-43, no 33-39, 50-59, 115-126. 9 Spanu 2012 The decorations of the belt plates are very characteristic; their embossed ornamentation can be stylistically traced back to the Late Iron Age of the 1 st century BC, as for example on the bronze or silver thin sheet of the belt-buckles of the Laminci type ( Fig. 9 ). These belt-buckles were very popular in the Dacian area (the east Carpathian buckles to the Bastarnian attire, the southern Carpathian to the Geto-Dacian attire), but also in the western Balkans from the Sava and Danube areas (Illyrian and Celtic-Scordisci attire).
The main decorative elements, e. g. garlands along the top and bottom edge of the buckle-plates, are surprisingly similar and appear across the area. Another frequent decorative element are hammered circles of various sizes, some more pronounced, arranged individually or in a blooming pattern. The third recognisable decorative element is the metope, separated by narrow or wide vertical bands. They appear in approximately half of the examples, again with no connection to any specific form or region. Sometimes the lines are missing, but garlands have a similar visual effect.
Alongside the belt-buckles and fibulae from grave contexts, we find a surprising number of examples from settlement layers -often as typical female attire. This demonstrates the existence of a spiritually and materially coherent koiné from south-west Pannonia to the hinterland of the Black Sea in the last phase of the Late Iron Age ( Fig. 9) .
A broad classification of units with belt-buckles demonstrates two typologically linked chronological groups. The older, classical Late La Tène, group belongs to the second half of the 1 st century BC and is attested f.e. in relevant graves and settlement layers from Beograd-Karaburma and Beograd-Rospi ^uprija, @idovar, Hrtkovci-Gomolava, Craiva, Sigiºoara, and Popeºti in Transylvania. The younger group is attested f.e. by grave 180 from Novo Mesto, graves from urug-Detelina and one from Slatinska Reka, which already partly coincide with the developed Romanised environment of the first half of 1 st century AD. 10 The wide distribution area is a consequence of intense cultural and economic contacts between Dacian and eastern Celtic communities, and even with far distant Illyrian-Pannonian tribes. The belt buckle, as the most obvious detail of female attire, shows particularly strong ties between one or two generations of developed Late Iron Age inhabitants of the Danube Plain, Transylvania, the Wallachian Plain, as well as Moldavia. We can assume that the workshops who decorated the belt plates from the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) hoard were descendants of the masters who produced the traditional decoration on the latest belt-buckles of the Laminci type.
Similar decoration to that on the belt plates from Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) can also be observed on a small sized applique (2.3 x 2.3 cm), decorated with circles and dots supplemented by a lunula motif, in the century later hoard of Nova Bo`urna. 11 Tubuli Three cylindrical silver objects in the form of large tubuli (length 9.4 cm, diam. 1.2 cm), perforated to hang on one ring (link) each with pulled-over and spiral ends (diam. 2.7 cm) on which there was a pendant in the shape of a miniature axe (2.2 cm high). Two bodies are decorated with hammered lines; the third with small buckles, pointed lines and circles. Each of them has two bronze nails through the thin silver metal sheet to attach it to an organic (leather, wooden or bone) stick ( Fig. 4) .
Two objects of the same form with rings hung on both sides, but without the miniature axes, are known from the Bare hoard 12 . Because of the single hung ring, as evidenced by the Bare examples where the tubuli had rings on both ends, the stick had to be specially formed. We have no satisfactory explanation regarding the reconstruction and function of these objects at this time. It has to be mentioned, that we have, from the end of the Iron Age or the beginning of the early Roman period, in a corresponding grave from Donji Laminci, a small ring with pulled-over and spiral ends hanging on a fragmented bronze conical tubuli decorated with linear incisions 13 that may have had a similar function as the cylindrical objects from Bare and Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?).
Torques
Three fine torques made of thin silver wire with a square cross-section have ends in the form of small loops (Fig. 5 ). The inner surfaces of two of them possess smooth sides, while the middle of one of them is decorated with three small thin lines, incised interchangeably into bands, first to the left, then to the right (diam. 10 to 10.4 cm). 10 Gu{tin 2011 (with typology, chronology, distribution map and relevant literature on the belt plates of the Laminci type). 11 Popovi} 1994, 233, cat. no. 101. 12 Ibid., cat. no. 16-17; Popovi} 2011 , 187, Fig. 16. 13 Truhelka 1901 Silver torques, especially those made of twisted wire, were known from the wider area of the pre-Roman period. They remain an important part of attire in the Iberian Peninsula, in the hinterland of Caput Adriae and in Dacia; on a larger scale they were in use on the eastern edge of the Roman Empire until the1 st and 2 nd centuries AD.
The custom of wearing torques, generally by the Celts, can be noted in the La Tène period. The classic example is the famous sculpture of the Dying Gaul from the temple of Pergamon (Asia Minor). In the Late Iron Age period they appear in women's attire of the tribes on the edges of the Celtic World and in hoards, where they have a special value.
In the period of the Roman Empire, torques were often dedicated to heroes and god statuettes, a scan be observed f.e. in numerous bronze statuettes of Mercury and other gods, which were decorated with a small, valuable torque, even as late as the 2 nd -3 rd century AD, known primarily from Gaul and Britain -where they appear to represent an indigenous substrate within the Roman pantheon. 14 Our specimens ( Fig. 5 ) are, in their form and decoration, outstanding. They did not belong to the standard repertoire of the rich and various jewellery of the "Dacian silver era", characterised by twisted torques. The Bare hoard contains one torque made of round silver undecorated wire, with its ends in the form of small loops. On this specimen were strung 23 rings of various diameter, thus it looks like a rich composite necklace. 15 14 Gu{tin 2009 (with relevant literature). 15 Popovi}, Bori}-Bre{kovi} 1994, cat. no In the early Roman times, the open-ended torques made of plain silver wire were still in use by the Romanised autochthonous population in upper Moesia, judging, for example, by those from grave nos. 476, 722 and 3572 at the Viminacium necropolis, dated to the 2 nd and the beginning of the 3 rd century 16 , and on specimens from the Juhor hoard, with overlapping ends attached to the main body by spiral coils and enriched with different pendants, some of them in a triangular shape very similar to the axe-pendants. 17
Wire ring jewellery with overlapped and spirally twisted ends with coils
A large group in the women's attire jewellery forms is comprised of different sizes of silver wire rings with overlapped ends attached to the main body by spiral coils(Figs. 5; 6). They were made by different forms of wire with a circular cross-section, sometimes very fragile, most simply round. A luxury variant was made from large wire with a square cross-section. They were produced mostly from silver, but also from bronze and rarely from gold. The overlapped ends were attached to the main body by twisted ends with differing numbers of coils. On bracelets, this system allowed for the sliding of the coils, to a certain extent, to adjust the diameter of the adornment.
Such rings of various sizes were in use as bracelets, rings, hoops, as finger rings and as earrings; they were, for centuries, also popularly grouped in sets as necklaces, as belt chains or as secondary decoration. 16 Zotovi} 1956, 162. 17 Popovi} 2002, cat. no. 3-4. The detail of the spiral twisted part could end on both sides in the form of only a few or up to ten coils, sometimes even more, covering a good part of the ring. Between both coils are usually two smooth wires, which are sometimes twisted. One of the well distributed variants of this type of bracelet has a Hercules node in the middle of the overlapped ends. On one of the specific earring form from Bu|anovci, the tops are made with overlapping ends attached to the main body by spiral coils, similar to all the rings and bracelets of this type. 18 As jewellery they are well known in the Late Hellenistic period and especially in the last century BC, with continuity in early Roman imperial contexts. They were popular from the Black Sea coast in the territory of the Dacians, but also well distributed by tribes such as the Liburni (Nin/Asseria), and Japodi (Gorica, Jezerine, Ribi}). Additionally, they occur on the north coast of the Italic peninsula and in the hinterland of the Gulf de Lyon and further into Iberia. We also note their distribution north of the Alps and beyond.
The silver bracelets (together with different smaller rings or in combination with breast colliers and belt chains) with mostly simple wire with a round cross section and overlapped ends attached to the main body by coils are, in the west, well at tested in pre-Roman-Iberia in graves and silver treasures from at least 180 BC, as in the hoard from Tivisa, and are mostly represented in the hoards from 105-90 BC from Salvacañete, Penhagarcia, Capsanes and a little later from Santisteban del Puerto 19 .
These types of bracelets and rings can be observed in the pre-Roman Dacian territory from the 80s BC and later, dated in this period with silver coins, from the hoards of Clipiceºti (83 BC t.p.q.) and Bãlãneºti (76 BC t.p.q.) and in the younger period with the hoards from Cerbãl (43 BC t.p.q.), ªeica Micã (28 BC t.p.q.) and Remetea Mare (15 BC t.p.q.). 20 The distribution of bracelets and different smaller rings with overlapped ends attached to the main body by spiral coils canals be seen on numerous sites south of the Danube Valley in today's Bulgaria and on the other side towards Panonnia and the middle Danubian region, and the western Balkan territory, mostly in early imperial contexts of the 1 st half of the 1 st century AD. 21 Hoards such as those from Bare, Tekija, Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) and Radenkovi}-Crkvine show the popularity of these rings during the transition to the 2 nd century AD and later, with the rings with overlapping ends attached to the main body by spiral coils on small amulet-statuettes of Harpokrates from Trier and L'Escala (Ampurias). 22
Necklaces (and belts) of a chain type
The necklace ( Fig. 6 . 1) was made using smaller rings with a round cross-section wire and with overlapping and spirally twisted ends. The rings are interlaced (loop-in-loop as a chain let) and, in two cases, there are composite clamps with four spirals well decorated with zig-zag lines, dotted lines and circles. Hanging from the rings are three pendants in the form of lunulae with a small ivy leaf in the middle (preserved length 17.7 cm, diam. of rings 3 cm).
The other necklace ( Fig. 6 , 2) was made with smaller rings possessing around cross-section wire and with overlapping and spirally coiled ends of a smaller size. The rings were connected to each other with simple undecorated clamps (preserved length 16 cm, diam. of rings 2.2 cm).
The simple chain (Fig. 6 , 2) with simple, small, undecorated clamps correspond in construction to the 18 Popovi} 1994, 217, 218, cat. 76-78 . The grave from Bu|anovci contained a small (12 x 6 cm) iron jewellery box, decorated with silver and gold incisions, a silver bracelet decorated with filigree, granulation and email, three silver pendants on top with overlapped ends with spiral coils and part of a silver fibula. The inventory of this grave, dated to the 1 st -2 nd century, represents the burial of a woman who belonged to the local élite.
19 Raddatz 1969, 53, 170, Taf. 69, 3; 51, 10; 97, 4; 32, 4; 1, 4-6; 66, 1, 3. 20 Bracelets f. e. Aiud, Brad, Cerbãl, Coada Malului, Coldãu, Hetiur, Petriº, Poiana (jud. Galaþi), Poiana/Rovinari, Popeºti, Rãcãtãu, Sãliºte, Sãrmãºag, Senereuº, ªeica Micã, ªimleu Silvaniei (Rustoiu 1996, 124, 192, 193) ; Balaneºti, Clipiceºti, Colþeºti, Poºaga de Sus, Poiana-Movila Hãrtop, Remetea Mare, Gliganu de Jois, Sãliºtea, Senereuº, Slimnic, ªãrmãºag (Spanu 2012, 57, 60, 61, 71, 143, Fig. 12, 2. 5; 20; 21; 23, 2. 1, 2. 2; Pl. 36, 3; 94; 97, 6; 100, 9b; 101, 3; 109, 2-5; 130, 2-4; 134, 2; 143, 2-3 ) ; Hunedoara-Grãdina Castelulul (Sirbu et al. 2007, Fig. 13, 21 (Popovi} 1994, 90; Tonkova 2011, 192, 193, 196-198) and on the southern border of Pannonia in the area between Ptuj and Celje (Budja 1979, T. 5. 9-19; Miho-vili} 1979, 225, 226, T 1, 10-12; Isteni} 2000, T. 26, 1; 73; 6; 152, 5; 174, 1; 175, 8) ; Western Balkans: Bugojno, [ipovo, Posu{je, Bukovica, Gorica, Ribi}, Sisak (Ko{~evi} 1991, 25, 26, sl. 88-92, T. III, 38-40) and in the hinterland of Caput Adriae -the cites of Tr`i{~e pri Dolenji vasi (Deschmann 1888, 115; NMS R 1804 note by D. Bo`i~), Donji Zemon and Volarje pri @irjeh (Baudek 2005, T. 6; 7, 1). 22 Artefacts, AML-4007 with literature.
fairly numerous belt-chains, where the rings are connected with large wide clamps or small twisted chains. Such belt-chains are known from the pre-Roman hoards of Clipiceºti and Fântânele and chains from the same period from Altimir, Tiliºca and Transilvania. 23 The long duration of this form is shown with a similar type of chain from the hoard from Recaº dated with coins to the middle of the 3 rd century. 24 The necklace-chain from the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) hoard seems to be unique in its size, decoration of the clamps and the form of pendants with lunalae in combination with the rhomboidal ivy leafs (Fig. 6, 1) .
The combination of the lunula and ivy leaf pendants on the same piece ( Fig. 6, 1; 8, 3) is rare on silver jewellery from the Balkan-Pannonian region, although both of these pendant types were frequently hung separately on different silver chains. On one silver chain from the National Museum in Belgrade 25 and on the one torque from grave 722 of the Viminacium necropolis, 26 both of which are dated to the end of the 2 nd and the beginning of the 3 rd century, pendants of a lunula and ivy leaf shape where hung on the same piece of jewellery, but as separate pendants (see also comments in cat. no. 7). 23 Spanu 2012, 71, 72, Fig. 21, 1-3 , Pl. 29, 2; 43; 155, [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] Horedt 1973, 137. 25 Popovi} 2004 , 247, cat. no. 132. 26 Zotovi} 1995 
Bracelet
One bracelet made of wire with a square cross-section and overlapping and spirally twisted ends, each with ten coils; diameter 8. 6 cm (Fig. 7, 1) .
The type of bracelet made from large silver wire with a square cross section presented in the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) hoard are also known as silver bracelets or as smaller rings of various dimensions. They are represented in more examples in the hoard from Bare, 27 in silver and gold from Tekija (one with numerous miniature tools on it), 28 from Radenkovi}-Crkvine 29 and from Rovinari. 30 These very precisely made silver variants of bracelets with a square cross section and overlapping and spirally twisted ends can be seen in a wider area to the northwest, like f.e. in Sisak (Segestica/Siscia), 31 and even much further to the west, at Volarje pri @irjah on Carst in the hinterland of Caput Adriae. In the craftsman's grave no. 15, a silver bracelet decorated with three small rings of the same type was found. The grave is dated from a coin of Claudius to the first half to the middle of 1 st century AD. In female grave no. 14 from the same necropolis there is, besides a fibula, also a so-called Dacian cup and a thinner example of this type of ring. 32
Rings
The silver rings with overlapping ends attached to the main body by spiral coils in pairs of various diameters from 3.5 to 5 cm, are a significant part of the hoard (Fig. 7, 2-5 ). On the larger rings is hung a smaller one (diam. 2. 2 cm). On the rings, as on the tubuli (cat. no. 3), a pendant in the form of miniature axe was hung (comments in cat. no. 8).
The numerous small rings of various sizes with overlapping and spirally coiled ends have the same construction, form and chronological period as the bracelets. We find them as different individual jewellery objects but also hungon bracelets, on tubuli or various types of adornments, as in the case of the example from Zadar, where a small ring is also attached on the head of a pin. 33 This type of rings have a very long duration, they can even be seen in the migration period.
6 Pendants of aminiature axe shape Four silver pendants in the form of miniature axes (height 2 to 2. 3 cm) were hung separately on rings and three of them were hung on tubuli (Fig. 8, 1) . The strengthened haft of the axe is well represented, as is the form and blade of the axe. The pendants are decorated only on one side, which may be oriented to the left or the right, with circles in the middle and on all three corners, which are connected with a line in a motif of spruce twigs.
The small axe pendants were associated with the Celtic tribes, in the grave inventories of the Late Iron Age period 34 and also in the Roman world. 35 Later they had a strong apotropaic meaning and were added to various jewellery items, especially rings with overlapping and spirally wrapped ends (earrings, bracelets, chains) and even on tubuli. This type of amulet in silver, bronze, iron and even ceramic was popular in the second half of the 1 st century BC on both sides of the Carpathian Mountains and were also widely spread in the 1 st century AD (Fig. 10) . 36 In the discussed group, the Tekija -Bare hoards horizon, the presence of axe amulets on bracelets and rings was obligatory. In this period, the axe pendants were present in settlements, in hoards and in grave inventories. We can trace them on both sides of the Carpathian arc in a wide area of the Lower Danubian Valley to the confluence with the Sava, but several other silver rings with axe pendants were also found far to west in the hinterland of the Gulf of Kvarner (Fig. 10) . 37 The long duration of this type of amulet is 27 Popovi}, Bori}-Bre{kovi} 1994, cat. no. 7-9, T. IV, V. 28 Popovi} 1994, 188-191, cat. no. 32-35, 38 . 29 kova 2011, 192-193, fig. 5. 1; Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, 25, 131, cat. no. 7. 37 List of amulets in the form of axe pendants ( fig. 10 ) completed after Rustoiu 1996, 124, tipul 4b, fig. 90 and also after the new information obtained by A. Rustoiu: 1 Prijavorje, Donji Zemon, grave -1 silver specimen (Gigante 1934-35, 170, information D. Bo`i~); 2 Stari grad nad Uncem, settlement -1 bronze specimen (NMS P 27982, information B. Laharnar), 3 Radenkovi}-Crkvine hoard -1 silver specimen (Popovi}, 2002, 12-13, sl. 4) ; 4 Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?), hoard -7 silver specimens ( fig. 1) ; 5 Batajnica-Klisina -1 silver specimen (Kruni}, Igwatovi} 2016, 153, cat. 117; 6 Bare, treasure -2 silver specimens; 7 Tekija, treasure -3 silver and1 gold specimen, fixed on a gold ring; 8 Museum Timiºoara well documented in the hoard from Recaº, 38 and the practice of using tool amulets (axes, wedge, pin, spade, bar, etc.), 39 as with the rings with overlapping and spirally coiled ends, is also present in the migration period.
In the Tekija hoard, the richest one of this period, the axe pendant was attached, together with other miniature tools, to a large silver bracelet, made with rectangular cross section wire, with overlapping and spirally wrapped ends. Another similarly worked axe pendant was fixed on the gold ring in the space between the spiral coils, and was made from filigree wire. The exceptional use of gold and filigree techniques shows the strong tradition of Hellenistic Black Sea goldsmithing and the duration of the toreutic style of this period on the objects made in later workshops.
Pendants of a lunula form
The simple moon form of silver lunula has bronze clamps on the top, on the left and right of it are stamped half-moon motifs ending with circles, and on the ends of the crescent are small balls ( Fig. 8, 2, wide 3.3 cm) .
The second type of lunula is shaped in the form of a wide half-moon with a small rhomboidal ivy leaf pendant inside (Fig. 8, 3) . The clamps are silver and, like all other parts of the pendant, ornamented with pointed lines. On the lunula is incised the motif of a wide zigzag line made with pointed lines, and in the middle of the ivy leaf is a circle. The ends of the crescent and the ivy leaf have small balls attached (wide 3.2 to 3.6 cm).
Bronze clamps in the hoard inventory are identifiable only on the simple lunula amulet (Fig. 8 , 2) and on both emblematae (Fig. 3 ). This small detail brings us to the possibility that these three objects were made by the same workshop and could have hung on the same collier.
Pendants of the lunula type or crescent shape pendants are known since the Hellenistic period, when they were particularly widely distributed in southern Italy and on the Black Sea coast, from where they very quickly spread across the Danube Valley. 40 Simple pendants of lunulae types, like that from Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) (Fig. 8, 2) , are not known in pre-Roman jewellery in the Balkan-Pannonian region. The closest analogies from the Roman Period are known from Radenkovi}-Crkvine 41 and Guberevac, at the sites of Pruten and Gomilice 42 (2 nd century), but, concerning finds from the 4 th and the first half of the 5 th century, from the necropolises of Be{ka 43 and [trbci near \akovo, 44 pendants of the same shape were popular in these areas from the Late Roman period.
Different types of lunula pendant are the five silver gilded belt pendants from the Tekija hoard 45 and the specimen from Hunedoare-Sânpetru. 46 In the Balkan-Pannonian region the silver lunula shaped pendants hungon chains are sometimes evident with other specimens of jewellery of the autochthonous style, as with the specimens from Kutina near Ni{ and Szalacka, dated to the end of the 2 nd or the first half -middle of the 3 rd century. 47 The gold lunula from Dubravica (Margum), hung on a gold chain, is dated in the 2 nd century, 48 but the long chronology of these pendants is confirmed by the specimen also hung on the gold chain, belonging to the find of a set of jewellery from the 2 nd decade of the 4 th century, found in the crypt of the mausoleum in [arkamen. 49 This lunula was decorated by granulation, like the much earlier silver specimen from Radenkovi}-Crkvine.
Rhomboidal long pendant
One rhomboidal, i. e. shield-like, pendant with an expressed loop on the top (Fig. 8, 4 , high 5.5 cm), ornamented with incised motifs: spruce twig, circles and points in a line.
There is no exact parallel to the slim pendant from Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?). Four larger, rhomboidal wide belt pendants with incised ornaments resembling a spruce twig, circles and points are known from the hoards at Bare 50 and eight from Rovinari; 51 to this type of pendant may also belong one fragment from Sighiºoara. 52 The ornaments of the pendant from Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) and those belt pendants of a large extended rhomboidal type are executed in a very similar manner to the ornaments of fibulae with large thin rhomboidal plate bows, as seen in the specimens from the Cadea and ªaeº hoards, dated to the pre-Roman period. 53
Connecting pendant in omega form
The slim, 5.3 cm wide, connecting pendant is made of twisted silver wire in a waving omega form, with narrowed and pointed ends representing a very simplified bird/snake (?) head (Fig. 8, 5) .
A very similar form of connecting pendant is known from Kru{evica, where three silver specimens, 3.7 cm long, were found in a grave from the first half of the 5 th century BC. 54 Regarding these omega shaped 50 Popovi}, Bori}-Bre{kovi} 1994 , cat. no. 21-24. 51 Spanu 2012 Pl. 105. 52 The fragment from Sighiºoara is more probably a part of a rhomboidal pendant and not an axe amulet as was proposed by Spanu 2012, 69, Pl. 132/7); cf. Horedt, Seraphin 1971, Fig. 64 objects, we should point out the discussion of Daniela Agre, who has presented some silver examples from ikovoto, tumulus 1. Some bronze specimens from Jablanica, tumulus 1, found with two fibulae from the region of Etropole in Thrace and a mound from Histria on the Black Sea coast, and a detail from a Greek vase with women's head attire, dated to the 6 th century BC, with numerous parallels in the wider region. 55 From a later context, we should mention two fragmented silver connecting pendants fashioned in an omega form with their ends formed into the head of snake, from Kraj~inovi}i, Slana Voda dated to the last centuries BC, 56 and a grave published on the internet without details of the site to which it belongs, dated to Augustan's period, with complete jewellery consisting of silver objects such as fibulae, bracelets and other rings. The fibulae were connected with the help of waved connecting pendants with small birds' head son their ends. 57 The presented omega pendants are surprisingly similar to both ends of a silver bracelet from ^eljusnica. 58
The roots of silver jewellery craft in the area of Upper Moesia
In different periods of a large part of prehistory, the area along the left and right bank of the Lower Danube often showed a cultural unity -a specific well recognised cultural koiné. In the pre-Roman period, the large Danube (Istroj / Dånuvius / Donaris / Danubius) Rivers served as a link and communication route for the populations who lived in the wide Danube basin of ancient Moesia, such as the Celtic Scordisci, the Illyrian Tribali, Autariati, etc., and the tribes of Thracians and Dacians in the hinterland of the Black Sea (Euxine) coast and the Peonians and Macedonians living in the Vardar (Axios) Valley. However, the effect of this cultural koiné was also felt further to the west and the north with strong contact with the river valleys of the Drina (Drinus), Sava (Savus) and Tisa (Pathissos) and the tribes living in Transdanubia. 59 In the metalwork of the Panonian-Balkan area, silver, as a precious and popular metal in the Late Iron Age period of the 2 nd and 1 st centuries BC, was widespread in the form of a variety of products. Already indicated, with the help of a series of different archaeological silver objects (torques, bracelets, rings, belt-buckles), by K. Horedt, M. Gu{tin and, finally, by B. Kull, is the long distance connections of similar silver goods from the western hinterland of the Black Sea to the Balkans, and further to Italy and the Iberian Peninsula and vice versa. In these connections it is possible to recognise the ethnic background and the existing trade, mining and cult and a clearly recognisable cultural koine of forms and ornaments. 60 For the Scordisci, 61 on the banks of the confluence of the rivers Sava and Danube, the highlight of their developmental characteristics is the production of large, smooth silver jewellery formed mostly of Middle La Tène shapes (fibulae of the Jarak type). 62 Conversely, in nearby pre-Roman Dacia, the silver products of knotted and shield fibulae formed in Middle La Tène shapes were made from large, thin sheet metal, decorated with punching and engraving. Also furnished with the same decoration were the large simply formed bows of fibulae in Late La Tène shapes. Forms such as torques and spiral bracelets with decorated end plates were produced from heavy silver wire.
In both areas of the Dacian and Scordisci territory, belt-buckles of the Laminici type were well distributed and confirm these strong connections. 63 The embossed ornamentation and the defined spectrum of motifs, executed on numerous thin bronze or silver metal sheets which covered the iron base, shows its uniformity in all areas of distribution, even if they were the products of various workshops (Fig. 9 ). These objects of women's attire were popular in the period of the second half of the1 st century BC and at the beginning of the 1 st century AD.
Three exceptional silver jewellery hoards discovered in the north of the Scordiscian territory were: Hrtkovci/Gomolava, Kovin and @idovar, close to the border with Dacia, buried in the 1 st century BC. 64 They are, judging by the variety of objects present, and most of the forms in their inventories, with the exception of the Jarak fibulae type, largely very different objects to the Dacian hoards inventories from the same period.
The small hoard from Kovin 65 contained a pair of spiral bracelets terminating with snake heads, a bracelet with overlapping and spirally twisted ends with coils, a folding razor, tubuli, foil pendants and a pair of Jarak type fibulae.
The exceptionally rich hoard inventory from the settlement of @idovar, intensely analysed by M. Jevti}, contains foil pendants with a large variety of forms, finger rings, tubuli, small loops, silver foil and amber beads, an amulet made from a bear tooth, two folding razors, decorative tubules, chains of intertwined wire, two pixidae, a mirror and fibulae of the Jarak type. 66 It corresponds in some forms to the hoard, with jewellery such as fibulae of a middle La Tene shape, beads of a bird shape, anthropomorphic and amphorae shaped foil pendants, small loops and tubuli, from Hrtkovci, a village close to the Late Iron Age settlement of Gomolava. 67 Fig. 9 . Distribution of belt-buckles of the Laminci type. See note 63 (after Gu{tin 2011 , fig. 6, completed after Babeº, 1983 , Rustoiu 1996 map by A. Prelo`nik) Sl. 9. Karta rasprostrawenosti pojasnih kop~i tipa Laminci. Videti referencu 63 (prema: Babeº 1983 , Rustoiu 1996 , Gu{tin 2011 karta: A. Prelo`nik) These hoards, based on the types and decoration of the jewellery, should belong in the same period and are important for the historical interpretation as well as for the cultural interpretation of their content. With the fibulae of the Jarak type we can observe in the hoard of @idovar, as in the hoard of Kovin, a strong Scordiscian identity in the form of fibulae production; in contrast, the waved fingerings of the settled type have to be connected with identical forms well distributed in this period in the central Celtic World.
Extraordinary jewellery pieces such as tubuli and pixidae, and perhaps also the so-called composite pendants, with small granules, decorated with filigree and granulation, interlaced filigree threads and settings for glass paste or red stone, on the pixidae, are, by the execution of the ornaments, connected with traditional Late Classical workshops of the 4 th century and trade with the west coast of the Black Sea or the southern Balkans. 68 Numerous and differently formed pendants and beads were made using double-pressed thin silver foil produced by hammering and pressing into a matrix is a world-wide craftsmen's technique of the period. However, there are no appropriate analogies to determinate the origin of these products. These numerous and exceptional parts of jewellery, and likely extraordinary looking necklaces, could have been produced by special order for the Celtic community in the area of Kovin -Gomolava-@idovar, in a prominent Scordiscian workshop, or by craftsmen in the western Balkan or pre-Roman Dacian workshops. 69 The famous treasure of Szàrazd-Regöly with gold and silver jewellery buried in the heart of Transdanubia, 70 offers the best parallels to the distant hoard inventories of southern Banat, 500 km to the south-east. The gold part, with tubuli decorated with interlaced filigree threads and various round beds with filigree and granulation seems to be at least two centuries older; the silver part with small human mask beads made using double-pressed thin silver sheets, longitudinal amber bead sand chains of intertwined wire cor- 68 Jevti} 2006, Map 4 . Also to be added, Tremnik by Negotino (Gu{tin-Kuzman 2016, 316-322 with preceding literature responds to the Gomolava-Kovin-@idovar jewellery and could to have the same craftsman's metalworking provenience.
Simple products like the typical handmade rough ceramic forms with simple decoration and especially small so called "dacian cups" (lamps) 71 , both well represented as local products in the second half of the 1 st century BC and even later penetrated from the Dacian area into the society of the Scordisci and even to the broader neighboring tribes also. In this period, the ordinary ceramic tradition in particular offers the possibility for recognising the connections between the eastern Celtic and Illyrian tribes with Dacia's communities, who may have lived for a period of time in the area between the Tisa and the Danube. Strabo clearly states that the Tribali, and later the Moesians, lived primarily here, in the area across the Morava River beyond the land of the Scordisci (The Celts who lived intermingled with Illyrians and Thracians). 72 The last phase of the so-called horizon of Dacian silver object hoards ended in around 25 AD; 73 but some traditional jewellery shapes continued to be produced for a few more decades, when old/new workshops appeared as a normal consequence of the Roman conquests of the territories on the right bank of the Danube, in the region of Upper Moesia. Some adornments, such as the amulets in the form of miniature axes and bracelets with overlapping and spirally coiled ends, which were widely distributed in pre-Roman Dacia and Thracia, had a long lasting use into the middle of the 3 rd century, or even the 4 th century. 74 At the end of this chapter the presence of various types of Roman bronze ware -world-wide spread products often presented in the grave inventories and settlement layers of the 1 st century BC has to be mentioned. These products, as well as other objects of Roman craftsmen or traders, well represented in the Tekija -Bare hoards horizon, had a significant influence on the resurgence of local traditional or imported Late Hellenistic silver jewellery in the 1 st century AD.
The silver hoards of Domitian's time (81-96)
To understand the contents of the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) hoard, we would like to briefly again present the important hoards of the same period from the neighbouring areas.
The Tekija hoard contains: jewellery (large silver bracelets with spirally twisted overlapped ends and with, or without, pendants in the form of miniature axes, other tools and a human hand), a gold ring executed by filigree and granulation, with overlapping and spirally twisted ends, between which there is a miniature axe, jewellery from the Roman artistic circle (gold earrings in the form of a joined semi-calotte, gold rings with the head in the form of a plate with engraved palmettos), a silver parade-belt of Roman provenance, silver buttons, a silver lunula shaped pendant, silver vessels from Campanian workshops (a simpulum and two paterae on which there are later added rings, with a miniature axe hanging on one of them), silver spoons and a pin of Roman provenance, an emblemata made of silver tin, with cultic contents and of Eastern Mediterranean origin, and 111 Roman republican and imperial denarii, t.p.q. 81 AD.
The Bare hoard contains: silver jewellery (twisted torques with different endings, large bracelets with overlapping and spirally wrapped ends with, or without, pendants in the form of a miniature axe, rings with overlapped and spirally wrapped ends, rings which, between the spiral coils, have a Hercules knot, rhomboidal pendants decorated by engraving and punching, a spirally twisted ring with widened ends, decorated by engraving and punching in the form of a stylised palmetto, twisted bracelets whose endings are executed in the form of the head and tail of a snake, a cylindrical plate with composite punched ornament), a silver bracelet with a widened front section, on which there is an oval bed for a stone or piece of glass paste, a silver bracelet whose hoop ends with a snake-head holding the hinge connected to a gold-plated central medallion with representations of deities from the Eastern Mediterranean cultural circle, circular bronze plates covered with silver, with punched ornament on the front side, two early Roman fibulae (of kräftig profilierte Fibeln type) with a pronounced profile and button-like thickenings on the bow, deformed silver emblemata, of which one has a hammered barbarised representation of a female deity, and 279 republican and imperial denarii, t.p.q. 81 AD. 71 Dizdar 2001 , 47, 90, 91. 72 Strab. VII, 3, 8. 73 Horedt 1973 (the last phase of the horizon of the Dacian hoards has been dated, in general, to the period of 25 BC -25 AD). 74 Augst, Kaiseraugst (Martin-Kilcher 2008, Taf. 12, 217-222; 22, 587; 23, 600-610; 66, 2795; 74, 2926; 81, 210) . 75 See the inventory of the rich Bazaraut silver hoard from the hinterland of the Black Sea, with Hadrian's coins (117-138 AD) in which we have similar rings with overlapped and spirally twisted ends with coils and five axe pendants (Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, Pl. I).
The inventory of the Rovinari hoard in Oltenia had similar contents, consisting of silver: two twisted torques, two rings with triangular knob ends, two bracelets of a large square cross section and with overlapped and spirally coiled ends, twelve rings with overlapped and spirally coiled ends (one with a miniature axe, one with a small simple ring), eight rhomboidal belt pendants, one spear pendant, a small decorated metal sheet, fragments of a ceramic vessel, an amber pearl, a glass pearl, and 15 roman republican and 13 imperial denarii, t.p.q. 81 AD.
The composition of silver objects in the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) hoard show close similarities with the above described hoards of silver jewellery and also with the Radenkovi}-Crkvine hoard, described at the beginning of this article. The use of pendants of miniature axes in Upper Moesia seems to be as a result of influences from the Dacian cultural areaof the 1 st century BC together with other silver jewellery forms whose roots were in the goldsmiths' knowledge and traditions from the Hellenistic centres on the Black Sea coast.
The jewellery from the above listed hoards, worn by the autochthonous élites in the 2 nd half of the1 st century AD, together with the numerous finds of richly executed silver jewellery in the Balkan-Pannonian region from the period of the late 2 nd century BC, confirms the presence in Upper Moesia of well-formed local goldsmith workshops where identical jewellery was manufactured. These were traditional pre-Roman centres of metal manufactures and demonstrate the cultural impulses in the past from the Dacian cultural area to the region of the Scordisci and Tribali, which brings us from the earliest period of Roman rule in the region of Moesia to a wider cultural koiné, presented with the decoration executed using punching and engraving and objects such asp. e. the emblemata, belt plate decorations, ring jewellery with overlapped and spirally twisted ends with coils, necklaces of the chain type, and axe-pendants.
The existence of emblemata with representations of Hellenistic-Oriental deities in Tekija, i. e. the local adaptations of these objects in Bare and Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?), the composite bracelets of East Mediterranean origin in the Bare hoard and the copies of Hellenistic goldsmiths' techniques and motifs also point to the presence of strong cultural influences, which came to the Upper Moesia region through the Lower Danube valley, from the centres of precious metalworking on the Black Sea coast, or through the Vardar Valley from the workshops of the Macedonian-Greek world.
The hoard inventories of the Tekija-Bare horizon, situated between the sites of Radnekovi} and Rovinari, belong to the élite of the period. Thesevaluable objects could have belonged to local individuals of the highest rank or important representatives in these societies. They may, possibly, have also belonged to the local shrines. In any case, they were, based on the numismatic data, hidden in same period, with the last denarii from the Tekija, Bare, Rovinari and Boljetin numismatic hoards minted at the end of AD 81.
The hoards near the military camps of Transdierna and Viminacium, and probably those around Sirmium and of Rovinari as well (Fig. 1) , were deposited in the period after 81 AD. Could this have been as a result of the unsettled period in Upper Moesia and the conflicts between the Romans and Dacians, p. e. a note in the sources described Domitian's wars with the Dacians in the 9 th decade of the 1 st century AD, or does some other explanation exist for their burial?
As in the Ma~vanska Mitrovica (?) and Radenko-vi}-Crkvine finds, the monetary part of the hoard does not exist, likewise the date of their depositing in the Tekija-Bare horizon is not certain. The similarity of the objects suggests the same period of burial, but the geographical location of both hoards in Srem permits us also to consider other possibilities. Later movements during Trajan's wars with the Dacian's (AD 101-106) or later should not to be exclude. 75 Ma~vanska Mitrovica and Sremska Mitrovica (Sirmium) are situated on the banks of the river Sava, opposite one another, and the Roman army, travelling by the Sava river to the wars with the Dacians, must have passed by this region. 70 Starinar is an Open Access Journal. All articles can be downloaded free of charge and used in accordance with the licence Creative Commons -Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Serbia (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/rs/).
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